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The Hiding Complex at Horbat Rosh Maya, Haifa: A Landmark in
the Appearance of Hiding Complexes During the Hasmonean Period

Yinon Shivtiel

Since 2000, the study of the Galilean hiding complexes has intensified
and new evidence regarding their numbers and dating has been added to
the body of research. It is now evident that a significant proportion of
the 75 hiding complexes discovered in the Galilee date to the time of the
Great Revolt. However, finds from hiding complexes recently explored in
the region indicate that they were also used in later periods. A significant
number of complexes attest to activity in the second century CE and a
few show evidence of activity in the third—fifth centuries CE. Hiding
complexes that predate the Great Revolt, namely from the Hellenistic-
Hasmonean period, are not particularly emphasized or mentioned
specifically in the study of this area.

It has recently become clear that a system of underground cavities
discovered along the Carmel Ridge in Haifa in the 1970s, when it
was scientifically excavated, can now be unequivocally defined as a
hiding complex. The complex was found by archaeologists under the
Hasmonean fortress known as Rosh Maya (Rushmya). As mentioned
above, the excavation was conducted in the 1970s, before the hiding
complexes were recognized and certainly before the establishment of the
criteria classifying underground cavities as hiding complexes.

On examining the cave system, I realized that it contains all the
indicative features required to classify it as a hiding complex. The
complex is hewn underground. Its rock-hewn spaces are linked
by passages that were deliberately cut so low that they can only be
crawled through. It contains oil-lamp niches and its entrances are
well camouflaged. The research question that was naturally raised
regarding the dating of the citadel, whose subterranean parts date to the
Hasmonean period, was whether the hiding complex might also belong
to the Hasmonean period, pushing the date of this phenomenon back to
an earlier period than previously recognized. The article addresses this
question while relying on research determining that hiding complexes
were only hewn by Jews in times of crisis. This raises two main
questions: (1) was the Carmel region Jewish in the Hasmonean period and
(2), were there emergency situations in the region at the time that justified
quarrying a hiding complex beneath the fortress. The article answers
both these questions in the affirmative.





