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The Hiding Complexes beneath the Synagogue of Huqoq: A
Comparative Perspective and a Test Case for Hiding Complexes
under Synagogues in the Galilee and the Southern Hebron Hills

Yinon Shivtiel

The discovery and excavation of the synagogue at Hurvat Huqoq, the
range of findings and especially its unique mosaic floor has become more
interesting with the exploration, of the hiding complex discovered by
the author under the floor of the synagogue. At this stage of excavation,
the synagogue and the mosaic floor have been dated to the fifth century
CE. The discovery of this hiding complex raises at least two questions.
The first relates to the relationship of the congregation of Huqoq to
their security situation and their need to prepare a hiding complex
under the synagogue. Was it part of their defensive worldview during
times which were particularly insecure in a period when Palestine
came under Byzantine rule, characterized by the hostile attitude of
Christianity? The second direction is the possibility that the builders
of the Huqoq synagogue deliberately built it over an ancient hiding
complex - the likes of which are known to exist throughout the Galilee
and in dozens of other sites, but without any connection to synagogues.
These complexes were hewn, as has already been shown, on the basis
of the abovementioned security concerns. To date, hiding complexes
discovered under synagogues are extremely rare both in Judea and in
the Galilee. The relative lack of similar structures calls for a comparison
of the Huqoq hiding complex with those found under other ancient
synagogues in Israel. Such a comparison, even if it does not answer
the question of the purpose of these complexes, still has two important
goals. The first is to shed light on the phenomenon of hiding complexes
discovered under synagogues and to distinguish them from the corpus
of recognized hiding complexes. The second objective is to examine
their indeterminate historical-archaeological background — which has
not been sufficiently investigated - in three areas: the southern Hebron
hills, the Judean foothills and the Galilee. The initial investigation
of the hiding complex under the Huqoq synagogue, the preliminary
collection and concentration of the data, as well as existing information
about the complexes discovered in other synagogues, can be seen as a
test case.
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