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SUMMARIES

EXCAVATIONS AND SURVEYS
IDENTIFICATION OF GERASA IN JUDEA

Boaz Zissu
Bar-Ilan University

The article presents results of an archaeological survey carried out at Kh. Jurish and
Kh. Jarash/Jerash - two sites located west of Jerusalem. The possible identification
of one of the sites with Gerasa, a Jewish settlement destroyed in 68 CE by the
Roman army units under the command of Lucius Annius (Josephus, Jewish War,
IV, 487) is discussed.

The survey at Kh. Jurish revealed vestiges of a village from the Second Temple
period located on a hill which overlooks a major ancient road which climbed from
the Judean Shephelah to Jerusalem. The village was inhabited by Jews, as attested
by the presence there of four migva’ ot (ritual immersion baths).

Remains of a Second Temple period farm house were found at Kh. Jarash / Jerash
on a ridge located above a local ancient road. The presence of two migva’ot are
evidence that Jews inhabited this site as well.

The results of the survey support Z. Safrai’s earlier suggestion that Gerasa should
be identified at Kh. Jurish.

TWO BAR-KOKHBA REFUGE CAVES IN THE
NORTHERN PART OF THE JUDEAN DESERT

Roi Porat,)! Hanan Eshel? & Amos Frumkin?
1. The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

2. Bar-Ilan University

The article reports on two refuge caves recently studied during the survey carried out
in the northern part of the Judean desert:
(1) The first is a cave that John Marco Allegro found in Nahal Kidron, on Christmas

1961, and thus named it: "The Christmas Cave". This cave was excavated in
1962. Allegro published a popular book on his excavation: Search in the Desert,
London 1965. Nevertheless, the finds from this cave were never published, and
its location was forgotten. In the recent survey, we have found additional artifacts
in this cave from the Second Temple period and from the Bar-Kokhba period.

(2) The second cave was found by Pesach Bar-Adon in 1970, who named it: "The
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