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Summaries

WHERE DID THE KOHEN STAND ON THE MOUNT
OF OLIVES?

Asher S. Kaufman

Jerusalem
The red-heifer ceremony is recorded in Numbers 19:4 thus: ".... and he shall sprinkle of its
blood opposite the front of the Tent of Meeting seven times, ....". During the Second Temple

period, this was interpreted to mean that the Kohén stood on the Mount of Olives on the
imaginary straight line which was the continution eastwards of the Temple axis.

A search was made on the Mount for a possible clue. Three manholes which had
apparently never been mapped were discovered. They were located on a map to a scale of
1:500 following a land survey. The result was most extraordinary. The axis of symmetry of
the Second Temple extended eastwards, with a correction for the curvature of the Earth,
passes very close to one of these holes. The other two are accurately disposed symmetrically
about the extension of the Temple axis. The probability that this is fortuitous must be very
small indeed.

To date, for political reasons, it has not yet been possible to confirm that the site of the
manholes is indeed the location of the Kohén. However, there are other definite pointers that
it is so. The location is consistent with the tradition transmitted by Rabbi Ish Tori Happarhi,
early 14 century. The Kohén had to stand on ritually clean ground which necessitated a
vaulting system below. Maundrell, 17 century, in his ascent to the top of the Mount of
Olives mentions vaults in the vicinity. Could it be that the manholes are the entrances to

these vaults? All the evidence is in the affirmative.

KHORVAT TABAQ AT TEL GODED - A JEWISH
SITE WHICH WAS DESTROYED AFTER THE BAR-
KOKHBA REVOLT

Nachum Sagiv & Boaz Zissu

Israel Antiquities Authority, Jerusalem

Khorvat Tabaq is an ancient site, situated on the southern slopes of Tell Goded, in the



Summaries

Judaean Foothills, about two km. north east of Beth Guvrin — Eleutheropolis. A survey and
excavations were carried by the authors at the site and in the nearby necropolis during 1990~
92, on behalf of the Bar-llan University and the Israel Antiquities Authority.

The different components of the site are described in the article, focusing on the
description of the complicated subterranean systems, their findings, and their historical and
archaeological meaning. The overall area of the ancient site is about 5 dunams. The site is
located at the bottom of a slope, close to a rich water source, near a main route and fertile
lands. Typical to this region is the systematically usage of the bedrock — soft limestone
(kirton). An entangled underground maze had been carved ground deep, under the buildings of
the ancient site. Due to the good preservation of the man-made caves, their various uses
could be identified, such as quarries, storage halls, water-reservoirs, industrial installations,
columbaria, miqua’ot (ritual baths), hiding complexes and burial caves. In comparison to our
understanding of the subterranean parts of the ancient site, little is known about the plan and
nature of the houses built above the ground.

In spite of the heavy plunder of the underground caves, sufficient data was recovered,
regarding the different periods of human occupation. We presume that the inhabitancy had
begun in the Persian period and climaxed in the first century C.E.. The archaeological findings
give evidence to a Jewish population at that time, with customs similar to those of
Jerusalem’s Jews. They used stone vessels (unsusceptible to ritual impurity), bathe in the
mikveh (for being ritualy pure) and used stone ossuaries for secondary individual burial.

The site at Kh. Tabaq ceased to exist at the first half of the second century C.E.,
apparently during the violent events of the Bar Kokhba revolt (132-135). Typical items, such
as glass vessels and Judaean (‘southern’) lamps, discovered in the caves and in the miqueh,
leave no doubt as to the date of destruction of the site. It seems that the three hiding
systems were hewn during the preparations of this revolt.

Remains such as miqua’ot, ossuaries, stone vessels and Judaean lamps show that Kh.

Tabaq was a typical Second Temple period Jewish site.

THE PAGAN SYRIAN CULTS OF NEAPOLIS-
SHECHEM AFTER THE BAR-KOKHBA REVOLT

Emmanuel Friedheim
Bar-llan University

The purpose of this article is to describe the importance of the Syrian pagan cults at



