
ctcU uaudu' uac^u uxdtcuu tuuu uzuaul*
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CU U^GULiQ QCH.-QGL, CtCrtU-CLCL ICCGL.Ct^CL.' U^CitLt (A<CU NIL rt^at

CQrtUCU UCfduL!! LfflcCIU U UtCU UJ.I..U l!QtGt ̂  UGtLL! U (LftUl Z6/QII-

uauuGL cudL acKt; ua^a UKGIU ^ciU-ucLtl ((Attc' uot LI<C«U' u^ca)' ctacu 2661 C^LCU L
cudL arfuu udctLU (flute' NCU IUQL' ufflc,,L! fflCtc' uai t«cct' ctcia) luaitt u^x^u au

r uu<; aacu oeei rtuci ciuc* Ainu >«;u adua LUG*HU cu; uu ICULLCU acd' cud

' UCtNl ^UUuACLU CCtdlQ'
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cm.ucu acd

zy flfl aiaau uu.dLdrtau: aici cuuiac UXUL- UQ^UCLU cusci c^ccu udiail ULCLI
' auuu i;cct ududi< astuQ fflt^u u^ta uu-dLd^cca ^GUIU' rt\ui;da
XLnctjctQ' ucuUiQ KI; cct uAau- tk;di urc^t ^ UMUL it; iNtci aiflL KU

CDKC iJAuaitu curt' cdc\rt< d^Liu (Aud^Gi xu UNUU (Nm c^ig' icl CNCC*
^U UCC<U UNUL ^N UGtLU ULCtNmttU' ̂  GCt UfflOU C(UL t;UCU(L CdtLLU QGLUQ

LiULicu cuaciAU LLcacQ- trtw; iaa ^cct UCCULJ ictau uaub LUUG^U ml

ULL LUILIIU: and- aca t;ucQ-aiuu

uiucu acd <;c(LC<;m ut; IILL - NUU iuitt ^uuc cauj. CU.CICCN ill



I' tl uu;'caurt KU.I' ca^iu id LUK<Q<;C caadi (auuu
ucidua NII uadia- uartLcu cctdu <;INAUU ittj-tu d^ci. casern's imiau
ucuiua LUXI fiuaai <;cc*.au N<; uartucu rtu crtu urtutdi:' iaia artafiUQ NU
NiLCta <;ea <;a UGUU' GLSI uffluua cuu XUL (ULI t' ac<;i<; V)
AU a ALU iMiiidi.ii- L!Aii.L*Q ULLL ^anucu uL CIL ucrtail ti (aca^ H)' CN^L

2' UCirtUCU CGLSLi CNldQLCL 9861

d<;«l iu«a
-iuci

ui.ua'

(R11.U rtUtdl.ll' ACUGQl. CUI.CU ^-ttt QGdUt UiUai!

Udl-LQ' CdQ aiiC^rtU eCCcQLI KCj UUrtLCU LtL flUuQ at LJUU^LU Li^L (B UU)'

Ut^LU UUKGfi\LlU QrtCL CiUt^LI UtCLL cd UQrtLCU ICd UCCtQ IUSULU C^Cl A^

uadLU1 GUUtua CQUQL iua ULCU ^-iu H^LCU aaucu iw; au^
axtn am idL^aci.^' cial QQUQ' CCUNU CGC< CIUL CL.CLCCM' ULC;I u^a NI;L!
uartLcu aiLccu Q^^LU act;Li;ta un-dLditua (r-v)' fttA<Q(M ausciu' dudct N<QLQ
CWLCU Liaaua wn^u Luaairtcu CMUL', i^cadiu UUI.LU <;(;N asw uctiLi nuna £ u

L' CLGLQ}'
' <;u4 QICN UCNIL dsu flt; tA^iA uartLciu WLK;III

L! o uuuu CCL.XU CCU.LL' Q^LU e fltainu CCL.NL! t;SiuQLl ia«LU 3
a) Lartucu uaduu (artLcu JJ P fl^iftu uu^ta UURLCCD UMUHQ fttaiai <;J;UCCQ

A^fl Qi^LCtU UaULL CQdLl CKUL: UQrtLCU UtLLi^L! (QrtLCU V)' Of^LCU Udl^lQCLaQ (UrtLCU

tact' Urta.,1' T9£-S9£)-

t t,di_Nu UQui. uaii; (aci id^uu' UAGLQ) lucL - t;dLKU QLL
UCtaiflL CUKCl CQQaU UUCCLU ^QLtillJ UiULLcQ Ca ULLUKcQ' Ut;d al

^GLQcu fcrttdL: dt;uL' uAa^i ufliQHu ! dg.ci_ lacu' uffla.,1)' can ada^
GUUcQ QlQULtO LQltCL< KLLtL' UUlGrtLJ aiCLU a^AUtU NUUcQ CLUCt (r\Gt;u tlJUU Wl»

' caikg.u umdci NQRrtt UQtau' uGUUtQ uudiLuo ^uj^tQ cia^i tuiQu' icadiaa
ui;d al uu^ca uim_dLdrt«a UICL <UL cNaR^iu au^iu situ Laciu^u LUG!. <;arfuu

aum laidiu dciLij (acu 2 wat 2]*
licdai ua^Liu aau(Q: QUKUU' CLLIU am' NIULU' n\Lcc<a t;ca^ iiua (di^iacitu)'
ClUU tUQtU' iRtLU U^tO (RtCtQ LlAiQlA CdLOll (UCUKC C^LLLI t;CCcQ affCtlU) CULOL

cuau £;^UL(Q Kuitn C^GC;U tuau cut; ua^it uadtat ca CULUCU acd- a<;ri tu

ucwcuciu

CLiL Cit ' AuAlC UUduQ CadlQ rtL OLL CL-CICCK"

iu aRrt NU uaas^m ALILK^I CULLCU acd- <;auu AiiuctLLu LJ<L oi<a;m
uctuu- uaafc^ aa^LCiu dcLLU xc,\> tGiiaa cdLLC (rtctc1 UQI wcu' CLGLQ)-

- cl cadii flcrt UI^LCLU dctuu' fluti Cfi\caLfi\t udtcu c^u flict' LCXUC^ aul
GLa aun\ c^iadto IRIUCT c^u<tQ aul crttci UG<LLU: caduu uauuu ICKUU

811 cuia uai
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QUCU lALN; (CfQGL fr6£T-966ir

QLLCl' AD LJUOJL! QLILA rttl-tU UQL

ctcc
u' aw M.QJL NCL we,' uartiai cuuiSiQ
t;actuu) dî Ldu' ACL CL adw.Kl> icL xcL
LiaitLcu: ACH dcdct NttLU (,,dcdc

£ ' CLL.U QUL (K, d<;UL aL!.986rtr8 (CiuL

KUU ̂  GLQIOT UCtLrti' Uffll̂ Lll CLAD CNLKLIU

rtLcu uduLU UQGINLU ACULLCU
CLNU ca^ucu udauu. c^cco i-986i

ffli;iA tt^uQ- GQKN aittuL CUUL' Aadai
Li ttfflii; (cii;; atL ccait; uauwLl ;QNLI

GL^RLI UQltLCU) CQdLtO aQRN*.Q Al.Ua QULLc

c;cuaL! NI; uaudL tjcci UK<.CU
LMau<a uuiactQ NU udm uaudlf

CL! UGtLL! lUQdl CLSiX t;̂ UL AN^Gt NC(A<0 Ctdll CQdLQ ^>J CNdGL CUrtLCU LidQULL

aAGUlU NUUU' CLXU' A(A ^UNLL KU UUdcU UQrtLCU ^tQc aLL CU-CLCW CcLlL At;M Cl̂ LCL!

UGtLLU LIAIL' MIGuL! UQLLCC Ai; UiXLCU UUQUI.L INtLCLi ULC a«<LtQ' ALtQi^LCU CWLU

CL! cadu Ld uut;dtD AC;N cuaai caul. LCQCI^U' uc;d at uau^ui AOLGL cu^L>

CLNU' AKLLCU (K, UQî LCU CQLGl At; &LL CL.CLCCX U(L! tLl̂  CIJLCL! CWLLCL! UClCUt' ACl ((L

uaauu/ ua^LCLt uî dii ^ALU u^dca' IAQLQCL cwuau Bateau (f-v1 qutwt QGLLQ

c-ooi ar cL cadu cai^Lcn u c.gi ULUCca' ACUSCL csn uauu;m cui;d

uaauiL icl QI^LCU aawcu AC; aut^iu' AU^CLL ctL u^a NI;U- WLCI LICÎ  AC;

uaaua UU.K;L! cLt;t;u CAQUU u^a usicca' cfudcta IULLCQ dLia^

uiau CULL<Q ICUSLLU At; CLU IJ«ALC'

uacucca qxia-CULir <A c;uctu' ALicuuta uadiLua N<; QÎ LCLI

CULQ rt\C<C tCLrtl



9: ucuu aifl.cu uaauu (Q^LCU d)

c<aci ftt;cta <;GUIU' LUW cu^u aduu GULL;' cwu. cua' flu ULUUQ
CfrflCH LEU-dudrftlf U (NtlUQ 9 Ui) OKULi C-0£ Q< J-UQ.aiLU £JQ((LCU

INULIL t;QQUUUtD

tuucuu Me; uau^u uartuctu uatu NIC;< rtc u^cu cau^l NtiWt UCILL'
uauu;u LiutLUcu' IUCUQLJ uudu^u at, Ldmacucia' UQKUU cuduu uaudl' cuaau

ffludmacuLQ CURC cudicu uut;ctQatu- caaan uucciu I;C<I.L CL.CLCCN
cua^Q uccMtaaLcto uwcucua Cudicu uaa^ictu'

adu QrfiGCta cudLcu uaa^tccU' casxt cadia rt^uni flcua A<; ULQ^Q
uc;du u^tiL (At; uau^u AOQ^LC <;du;iorcuia' caui;L uucau UQUCL' Aaudl
ua^ucu L«U: flttc iuai' cicw)' ciscu 0661 cittcu cadLQ uGcLU CLcdi! caaLu t;cmu
s|- L-u^LCU cadLLi laicuu rtt;.a< UQLCI t;udu
artucu uu.dLdrtiii u cit;i;u diaaciaa' ai-Ltr u^a Mua CCL^U QUSCIU i«ut au^iu

ctautu a)

ai

CQUL UL.CLCCN IZlUILCU c\cd t;ai.mu ut; CLLL -
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tULUU'

CUQNU tauLU' uau ̂  aduu C\ULU CULLCU acd a^jat' fluwc^auu (AtAcu CNUL u«uu

aduNiu UGULU ua caw audu ata' uaaciAta Nia;iauu tuiun uadcau itc, uu
CL-CLCCN'

ai*l» cNflL fiuaA cucdai uaduV i<;cl c<a <;uuu fluufdci C;NUL ctai*; uaduu' <;dLNU aLL
uurdl cda. IACK; UGUU' cucu ac, c-C'i a- aft; udtdifcir uuauu lu^drt CUKCI emu' <AU<U
ucadu uiAtaiiR caduu CUM: rt<; cc< UQLLCU u^cicu fldrt arti.cc; £;ucuu dcdl ftdrt ciaU ^CL

C;CL CURCU cd<L aau; GUU ucctau t;aduu' cacu ̂  c.fs a.
NGIL CUU'

ULLUCL' CNQLU' tai^^i cata' ^ua NCLL cua- ^UL act SLGL UQLdcQ catu
Cfxqw tiCLin' N<;N Ld arta a^ aG^a ua^a (ixt ticu ^ c-9'i a-

cdcLLU uaduu uaca QLdta' ftULLUCt louui <;acttfu u<;ui
uaduu ucul att; c^ riftLU acGU caiu ua<a uatc^a^u' ULLL^U ^aduu auuu-
a<a L^ flwaa ^GULU (a^cu' aduwu' N' a)' AUD s'o-O'i a.,d ata (Ltd.' u^U' 9i)- ecu
ecu UQLLCLU (C.2 aa,.d)' ^ ct uu<;au urtiadLU CL^Ct adiwm u«c ududl ^uctt; ofr a^u ̂
t;ucu ftt; c-C'i a- a^ ULKGU' CNLGL tu CISL u^' ACGUL c-2T aa,.d' ftaaci ̂  <;ucutu «u

ticut uaLCt rtu; uaudl CIA^L^U aaLta' ^L aG«;a UGUU mci a«cn\ MULU oia
t;cuu- ULIQ iurt<u ^t; uaLmu Aaftaxt; t;cuu i<\uu aiu ̂  uaLLttu ftan; UGUU'
tu CUKU uatLCLU ^LIC ^a^LM LIUC uaudl aa<cu c^m CLLLU C;K CUKU QLLCUI
aait; UGUU auNLL dfAUt' ua^ ULLUU an;tciu at UGUU N<; dLdi^cU uaudl' caudua aoic
uaL aKccc dtail KIUCLI.U- ucc^u uaduu a^cctu (^ILCL sre atuci uaaLKrt c-s1? a<)
CtCuQ (El)' UaKGlAL ^LLU LLIUU1 W. UOMCL (11)' OKGlL ^CLQ UaLLUU lijaflau CCCU

aa aLLCLu uict^; at uacc<a <iw<; GC< u^au N<; cuu uaduu1 ^cci UGUU cu^c
ctactQ LCtau ca KLC LKGU uaduu uaauV uaaKN<a fliuwLi <;ut;l UUC^L
flULL M£j uartLCU LLL «UL UGLtUtQ (J)' UC^ iXGL' fflCLt ULQtQ1 NCCt CC«U

Kt;.i:ct rtccu ua^u CLJ^U ac^a aMicrt («; flcL' ^adiLi CCLNU CULQ accc u«flic
caaLu i;ucctQ NIL INIUU L£;KG^L a^w crtu uRiul-
CCLNU artLcu uaauu' uaucLu cd uaxa icd uau^cu (A)' icl uiudl UG^L UKCCC (0)
uauLU' i;dLNu QLL CL.CICCX CLOI; uflcaLffl caduu mcwa. ai£;K (<GL- c^c lu CURCU
LKC; uaduu LLL GUU^Q v L/KL j- tfl <;uctu' ^c^u URLLL UWCLL a^a at UOWL x^ aduu
NCCL CLLL' uaudl Acaffl CONCL aca' card (Ai;siLCt uc^u aduu uauLU1 at uca
acail aflau uctCaQ ( si)* CLLGCI uatLUtU UIANLU caut;L uus^cu a^cl NKOCU'

uauuu at, axa uata (n) at^a; (dian uc^c C.E-S-E a.) lucc^au uadiLtu
CT
cadLu LcaLiu' lucau MLCU caduu uauLU (21)' CCLL ucrtail usau (n) ic,,a^\au

au^u usicu laciau cu^du <;ium ^cl QUCLU ctl uaLCtCta

ULUCU acd <DLt(;iLf at; CILL - NUL tua* AUUC CQLL CL.CICCN



(91 '6 "SOU 'Q£ '|d '0661 'URIQ) ICMULiQ LCcO

C C I K N l CUL (Z'Z '6lJ '55-SS '5661 LUa3Jg)' CUL fflCCU Al' UGtNlU LJUCkfRUI-ULCuWf <;GCt

uci.a«u: CQKNL IACU ct;t auaNLtU tacut d^uu (I;LU i^-"' ac^t; i)- c^a

' CCLKL! CULI^L ULJ. U.-CICCN' CUll IL! fa^U CdCU KUJ. «Q UQSMi Qi^ULU

IJQNIUL cam. ftuucc;u cawa uaca (ii) icaduu (n) a*til KU HL^L UULQ
carticu uadau autMuL i;axui uuniaicu IUAC«L! ^acau*
aua arttua ^ Grt^m CULLCU acd CCL cudicu UGiatir LILIC LIQCL^

NLCUCl C<;cQ CLLLtQ al LllfdlGllI UGLQtU ILJL^CtaOtli* Ntl CJULI LJXQ CQUGL QGKNtQ

icictu lucst aucu' cd^ua IA ^uiCtL ftci' ̂  acuu NLCLCU' cac^it; in
' CLIU' dl^LlU' dULU' CCtD' CCtLU' dcdCtQ1 Ct;t OLL! QiCi^flli' d\CL^Q ^ C^ Ntl

adiLa caulV w.^ aucct Uttiaif cd eaaKN<a ftcut^L cadLQ
cuia crtt; GUU LUC' fiuuafl c^( dtcit; t;a^uLu- <;iu es)' CLKU ftfAKL

LliUcL' LldlALL CCLHL1 t^C LIAtQLA LQCllLi CQdUL!1 L!(CL UinuejuanSufl (Ct;t ULQ

uctduu

CUQ fflCtC IClrti UQL
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nDiiiD m>i> ,airiD po
mi3N H3'1? ,TlDN-CnrO pu

mi3N m>!3 ,pip-p-iWN pu
mioN m^ ,pipT-noN po

namD m'5 ,Diro pu
miDN m^ ,D1T1D pV>

mioN noijiD n3^ ,oiro po
nniriD n3'5 ,DIJID pu

m'3n3 oiw>nn JPQ

6-2.1/64
6.2.4/62

6.2.7/35

6.2-1/34

6-1.4/59

6.2.7/58

6.2.3/55

6-2.6/61

>!?Dn owo

n>^yp
nnyp
mvp
rmp
HTTp

nrtp
rmp
nrrp

'PO
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3

4

5

6

7

8
L_

Gitin,) ion ,(Guz-Zilberstein, 1995, 311-312, fig. 6.35, 6.36) inn nmnl) ibinn

Lapp, 1961, 146, type 11, a; 148, type c and c;) ils-^>33l (1990, pi. 47, no. 15. 16

.(157, type 21

PN >^3i nn: ,Din >!?D tonn nnpon nDivnn rrinnpn n>ann

mipn
DV >ypip-Jinn

HNQH ID
Aharoni, 1964, pi

nmpi

28:2

nil?) jimp yvii ^
de Vaux, 1956,) n rmw
mo >^D" oi3>on D>N3i>a

nnvp >n\ >iaw ii?)nn mipan
p>a n^N mnyp^ nft'npn .(n 21

,(Bar-Nathan, 1981, 121, pi. 6:9) vpmm
pi ,(de Vaux, 1956, 559, fig. 4:7) n

(14=5 n>^ ,iso ,3"ovn JV^N) in !?ma
D> i^jjin nnpnn JIDIVDI .(Lapp & Lapp, 1974, pi. 28: 16 i

mimpn in^ w>w ,n'omp IN miy> inn now m^vn (<-si
nnyp wi^v ^ny on>jit onnw tonn p .(559, fig. 4=15

.(2
rmp 'Ti

; i f i- i2 ni^l noipt IN JIODUD ,n\^wn novi nvbi^m npi pn
nvocn >3Di? n^WNin HNQH 'n^wn TINO D'SIOJ vn

,(de Vaux, 1973, pi. 42) II rmy nnwa pyi iNimp

niipan

,o»mD

n»wm
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iiN>nn

DimK'Din pu
113N-T1T1 PD

113N PO

DTDIN'Oin I'D

Din po
D1D1N-Din po

-iiDN pu
DUN po

mi -pin I>D
DVW PO

DUN pu

D11N PO

Din po
D1TN PO

DUN po
oin po

m>3nn ownn -oo

6.1.1/65
6.3-2/44

6-1-3/67

6.2.1/50

6.2.3/51

6.2.7/47

6-1-5/53

6.1.2/48
6.1.5/41

6.2.2/49
6.2.3/52
6.2.6/22
6.2.1/46
6.1.4/43
6.1.2/45

6.2.3/54

î on OID>O

biwa i>o
i>ivy>3 TO
^1W>3 TO

t>W>3 TO

^W>3 TO

blW'D TO

5lW>3 1>D

!?W>3 TO
|ji\y»a TO
1?W3 1>D

!?nyn i>o
!?1W>3 1>O

biw>3 TO
nODD

nu^a
noDo

'on
i
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

,116 ,D"W

DI nyni3 ,(Bar-Nathan, 1981, 119, pi. 5 ;>wnnn bi^303) iimina ,(211 IPN ,134 ;in

,rmn> 131103 nnyna ,d4-9:i IPN ,3is rt"awn ,^mpyin im>3o^ n"wm naww
jnyn3 ,(Yadin, 1963,113, fig. 41) Jiruwn mva iw ni'ao^ n«3wn n^nn p
,(Bar-Adon, 1980, 209, no. 5) imonn inj>D3l (Aharoni, i960, 160, fig. 10:

;i6-i is 'oo i mi? ,382 ,t"D\yn ,IDVI i]i!7p) pn nnnN3i OTTO H3iin3 nnop ni3iVQ3 pi
.(101 5 'W3 ,5 m!7 ,350

D'33

H31WO Hpl,D")31N3 D»WJ> DH .

OS .(3 n!?3D ;4-i3 mi>) ^\E»D^I o'^rn m>)N^ IWQ'W noon .3o>n

Bar-Nathan, 1981, 112, pi. i, no. 13-) HT3PI? nnv/Nin HNOH p !?tof33 pinn3

no >D>Q D^I^DOa D3 -D>3013 D'31 0^1^03 pi (15; pi. 4, no. 7-11, 17-19, 24-27

,(22-11 '00 ,2 IP* ,165 ,3"3Wn ,>J11HN) nO>NH J11V03 HOllI^ ,D'OH D>33 IN^DJ N3313"I3

IPN ,316 ,3"3wn ,v3ipwm) lynjo f(Aharoni, i960, 156, fig. 7:io) nnj>Nn niyo3

J113iy03 pi (6:1 IPN ,315 ;20-19:1 11>N ,314 ,t"DVn ,V31pVJin) DI Jiy3)Dl (16-14:13

'OD ,1 ml? ,343-342 ,t"O^Tl ,13D1 Ull?p) )\n nnnN31 npty3 ,D10TN DO11 ,01703 IIJIOOH

.(14-11 '00 ,5 ni^ ,351-350 ;5 '00 ,3 nft ,347-346 f!0-9 '00 ,2 ni^ ,345-344 ,1
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DTTN V>^

O7D7N-Din 1>O

;m>nn n>3ii>ni nnu Ji>n>3D niDw) niQN'Din v^
•mi-Din I>D

m>ann oiwnn 'CD

6.2.3/29

6.2.4/25

6.2.4/24

6.2.4/23

6.2.8/92

^DTI DID'D

HOD

P
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TO
(no'on) Jijs^

'DO
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3

4
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noipnn in o>nn

(Unguentarium}

,U3 ml?) oin n>wy mop JIMM nitonn (12) mnon nnpn
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oî n D'NIJ 5 'on

6 'DO 13 !w pyn 3'30 .(ovuli) "

7 'DO 13 >3 H

8 'DO .3113113n

Barag & i
Rosenthal & Sivan,
,3"3\yn ,

^ Ht 13

- UWD

v nt

, (Hershkovitz, 1994, 127
n D>QVT jnu .(1978, .85-90

Yadin,) jini»Nn JITJIDI ,(14=3 iva ,166 ,3"Dwn ,>3iinN) nn^Nn nivn3 ,(16-14:13 II>N ,316
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WHERE DID THE KOH&N STAND ON THE MOUNT

OF OLIVES?

Asher S. Kaufman
Jerusalem

The red-heifer ceremony is recorded in Numbers 19:4 thus: ".... and he shall sprinkle of its

blood opposite the front of the Tent of Meeting seven times, ....". During the Second Tempfe

period, this was interpreted to mean that the Koh£n stood on the Mount of Olives on the

imaginary straight line which was the continution eastwards of the Temple axis.

A search was made on the Mount for a possible clue. Three manholes which had

apparently never been mapped were discovered. They were located on a map to a scale of

1:500 following a land survey. The result was most extraordinary. The axis of symmetry of

the Second Temple extended eastwards, with a correction for the curvature of the Earth,

passes very close to one of these holes. The other two are accurately disposed symmetrically

about the extension of the Temple axis. The probability that this is fortuitous must be very

small indeed.

To date, for political reasons, it has not yet been possible to confirm that the site of the

manholes is indeed the location of the Kohen. However, there are other definite pointers that

it is so. The location is consistent with the tradition transmitted by Rabbi Ish Tori Happarhi,

early 14l century. The Kohen had to stand on ritually clean ground which necessitated a

vaulting system below. Maundrell, 17 century, in his ascent to the top of the Mount of

Olives mentions vaults in the vicinity. Could it be that the manholes are the entrances to

these vaults? All the evidence is in the affirmative.

KHORVAT TABAQ AT TEL CODED - A JEWISH
SITE WHICH WAS DESTROYED AFTER THE BAR-
KOKHBA REVOLT

Nachum Sagiv & Boaz Zissu
Israel Antiquities Authority, Jerusalem

Khorvat Tabaq is an ancient site, situated on the southern slopes of Tell Goded, in the
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Judaean Foothills, about two km. north east of Beth Guvrin - Eleutheropolis. A survey and

excavations were carried by the authors at the site and in the nearby necropolis during 1990-

92, on behalf of the Bar-Han University and the Israel Antiquities Authority.

The different components of the site are described in the article, focusing on the

description of the complicated subterranean systems, their findings, and their historical and

archaeological meaning. The overall area of the ancient site is about 5 dunams. The site is

located at the bottom of a slope, close to a rich water source, near a main route and fertile

lands. Typical to this region is the systematically usage of the bedrock - soft limestone

(Icirton). An entangled underground maze had been carved ground deep, under the buildings of

the ancient site. Due to the good preservation of the man-made caves, their various uses

could be identified, such as quarries, storage halls, water-reservoirs, industrial installations,

columbaria, miqoa'of (ritual baths), hiding complexes and burial caves. In comparison to our

understanding of the subterranean parts of the ancient site, little is known about the plan and

nature of the houses built above the ground.

In spite of the heavy plunder of the underground caves, sufficient data was recovered,

regarding the different periods of human occupation. We presume that the inhabitancy had

begun in the Persian period and climaxed in the first century C.E.. The archaeological findings

give evidence to a Jewish population at that time, with customs similar to those of

Jerusalem's Jews. They used stone vessels (unsusceptible to ritual impurity), bathe in the

mikveh {for being ritualy pure) and used stone ossuaries for secondary individual burial.

The site at Kh. Tabaq ceased to exist at the first half of the second century C.E.,

apparently during the violent events of the Bar Kokhba revolt (132-135). Typical items, such

as glass vessels and Judaean ('southern') lamps, discovered in the caves and in the miqveh,

leave no doubt as to the date of destruction of the site. It seems that the three hiding

systems were hewn during the preparations of this revolt.

Remains such as miqva'ot, ossuaries, stone vessels and Judaean lamps show that Kh.

Tabaq was a typical Second Temple period Jewish site.

THE PAGAN SYRIAN CULTS OF NEAPOLIS-
SHECHEM AFTER THE BAR-KOKHBA REVOLT

Emmanuel Friedheim
Bar-Han University

The purpose of this article is to describe the importance of the Syrian pagan cults at


